
 

 
At its meeting on 8 June 2016, the Sustainable Development Committee considered the business referred to below.  The 
Committee has approved the recommendations detailed for approval by the Comhairle.  Where the Committee has 
exercised delegated powers or used the conditional delegation provisions for any item, this is stated. 
 
Items marked with an asterisk* were considered with the press and public excluded from the Meeting. 
 
Item Title Agenda 

Number 
 

Committee’s Decision 

Minute of Meeting 
of 23 March 2016 
 

1 The Minute of Meeting of 23 March 2016 was approved.  

Minute of Meeting 
Crofting Joint 
Consultative 
Committee of 8 
March 2016 
 

2 The Minute of Meeting of Crofting Joint Consultative Committee of 8 March 2016 was 
approved. 

Minute of Meeting 
of Fisheries Joint 
Consultative 
Committee of 8 
April 2016 
 

3 The Minute of Meeting of Fisheries Joint Consultative Committee of 8 April 2016 was 
approved.  

Declaration of 
Interest 
 

4 Mr Angus Campbell declared an interest as a Board Member of Scottish Natural 
Heritage and left the Meeting during consideration of item 19. 
 
Mr Donald Crichton declared a non-pecuniary interest as his wife is a Board Member 
of Third Sector Hebrides and remained in the Meeting during consideration of Item 27. 
 

Performance 
Management 
(Development) 
2015/16:  Quarter 4 
Year End 
 

5 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle continue to scrutinise Business Plan 
performance through Interplan and through engagement with the Quarter 4, Year End 
Performance Monitoring Presentation. 
 

Performance 
Management (Sport 
and Health) 
2015/16:  Quarter 4 
Year End 
 

6 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle continue to scrutinise Business Plan 
performance through Interplan and through engagement with the Performance 
Monitoring Presentation. 
 

Uist Economic 
Taskforce – 
Renewable Energy 
Sub-Group 
 

7 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the outcome of the Uist 
Development Scoping Study and the next steps as agreed by the Uist Economic 
Taskforce. 
 

Western Isles 
Renewables 
Steering Group 
 

8 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the Report. 
 

Business Gateway:  
Annual 
Performance 
Update 
 

9 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the performance of Business 
Gateway and the success upon conclusion of the Outer Hebrides Small Business 
Assistance Scheme and Business Gateway Plus. 

Population and 
Migration 
 

10 It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the interests of the Committee were 
concerned, that the Comhairle host a Population and Migration Seminar in Autumn 
2016 in order to develop a comprehensive policy framework to tackle population 
decline and migration issues. 
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Lochboisdale 
Visitor Information 
Centre 
 

11 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle: 
 
(1) note the developments in relation to the Lochboisdale Visitor Information 

Centre;  and 
 
(2) approve the reallocation of £5,177 from the 2016 Visit Scotland Minute of 

Agreement to support community-based information provision in Lochboisdale 
and industry-led tourism development projects. 

 
Scottish 
Government Land 
Use Strategy 2016-
2021 

12 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle: 
 
(1) note the main issues highlighted in the Scottish Government Land Use 

Strategy 2016-2021;  and 
 
(2) has regard to the Land Use Strategy in consideration of the implications of 

relevant Comhairle policy. 
 

Scottish 
Government 
Consultation 
Crofting 
Commission 
Elections 2017 
 

13 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle approve the draft response to the 
Scottish Government Consultation on Crofting Elections detailed in the Appendix to 
the Report. 
 

Scottish 
Government 
Consultation 
Land Reform 
(Scotland) Act 2003 
- Proposed 
Secondary 
Legislation 
 

14 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle authorise the Director of 
Development to finalise the response to the Scottish Government Consultation on 
proposed secondary legislation to Part 3A of the Land Reform Act (crofting community 
right to buy and community right to buy) on the basis outlined in Paragraphs 6.1 and 
6.2 to the Report and to include the points highlighted by the Committee. 

Uist and Barra 
Abattoirs 
 

15 * It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle agree to lease the Gearradhmor and 
Lochmaddy Abattoirs for a 22-week period during 2016/17. 
 

Planning 
Performance 
Framework 

 

16 It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the interests of the Committee were 
concerned, that the Comhairle: 
 
(1) note the Scottish Government feedback on the Comhairle 2014/15 Planning 

Performance Framework as detailed in the Appendix to the Report;  and 
 
(2) authorise the Director of Development to submit a Planning Performance 

Framework Annual Report 2015/16 to the Scottish Government by the end of 
July 2016 based on the approved Development Department Business Plan 
and ongoing work within the service. 

 
Outer Hebrides 
Local Development 
Plan 
Supplementary 
Guidance for Wind 
Energy 
Development 

17 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle: 
 
(1) note progress on the approved modifications and agreed alternative approaches 

in response to the Consultative Draft; and 
 
(2) approve the finalised Supplementary Guidance for Wind Energy Development 

at Appendix 1 to the Report and authorise the Director of Development to 
conclude adoption, as part of the statutory Outer Hebrides Local Development 
Plan. 

 
Scottish 
Government 
Consultation on 
Landing Controls 
for the Scottish 
Crab and Lobster 
Fishery 
 

18 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle agree to homologate the Comhairle 
response to the Scottish Government Consultation on Landing Controls for the 
Scottish Crab and Lobster Fisheries as detailed in the Appendix to the Report. 
 



 
Scottish Natural 
Heritage 
Consultation on 
Proposed Special 
Area of 
Conservation for 
Harbour Porpoise 
in the Inner 
Hebrides and 
Minches 
 

19 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle agree the draft Comhairle 
consultation response to the Inner Hebrides and the Minches SNH Consultation on 
proposed Special Areas of Conservation for Harbour Porpoise. 

 

Kallin Ice Plant 
 

20 It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the interests of the Committee were 
concerned, that the Comhairle: 
 
(1) agree that the Kallin Ice Plant be closed; 
 
(2) subject to approval of recommendation (a), agree that the Chief Executive, in 

consultation with the Directors of Finance and Corporate Resources, 
Development and Technical Services, be authorised to conclude all 
contractual matters associated with the installation and commissioning of the 
Kallin Ice Plant and dispose of the equipment ensuring best value for the 
Comhairle;  and 

 
(3) agree that the Director of Technical Services and the Director of 

Development submit a Report in relation to the funding, commissioning, 
construction, installation, operation and disposal of Kallin Ice Plant to the 
September/October Series of Meetings. 

 
Archaeology in the 
Outer Hebrides 
 

21 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the Report. 
 

Community Capital 
Grant Fund 2013-
2018 
 

22 It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the interests of the Committee were 
concerned, that the Comhairle agree to allocate the remaining funding from the 
Community Capital Grant Fund to support the delivery of a range of strategic 
community development projects and as match funding for a fourth round of the 
Scottish Government’s Regeneration Capital Grant Fund.  
 

Outer Hebrides 
Fuel Poverty 
Strategy and Action 
Plan 2015-2025 – 
Progress Update 
 

23 It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the interests of the Committee were 
concerned, that the Comhairle: 
 
(1) note the progress update on the Outer Hebrides Fuel Poverty Strategy and 

Action Plan 2015-2025 as detailed in the Appendix to the Report;  and 
 
(2) agree that the Director of Development provide a Report to the Committee on 

the feedback from supporting entrepreneurship among the poorest households 
as detailed at Theme 2 of the Action Plan. 

 
Adult Literacies 
Partnership 
Agreement 
 

24 It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the interests of the Committee were 
concerned, that the Comhairle 
 
(1) agree the Partnership Agreement between Comhairle Nan Eilean Siar and 

Cothrom Ltd. in relation to adult literacies for the period from 1 April 2016 to 31 
March 2017;  and 

 
(2) approve the payment of grant to Cothrom Ltd. of £30K. 

 
Play Areas Update 
 

25 It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the interests of the Committee were 
concerned, that the Comhairle: 
 
(1) authorise the Director of Education and Children’s Services to proceed with 

plans to develop play areas within the school estate as part of his plans to 
develop schools as community hubs; 

 
(2) authorise the Director of Education and Children’s Services to consult with 

community partners (Community Councils, Parent Councils and Third Sector 
Voluntary Groups) to identify key strategic locations in addition to schools to 
locate Play Areas and report back by December 2016 in relation to proposed 
locations and proposed arrangements for community access to all school 
campuses;  and 

 
(3) make formal representations to Hebridean Housing Partnership in regard to 

the development of play areas within large housing schemes. 
 



Smarter Choices, 
Smarter Places 
 

26 It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the interests of the Committee were 
concerned, that the Comhairle: 

(1) note the success of the application and offer of Grant funding from Smarter 
Choices, Smarter Places and HITRANS;  and 

(2) agree to the allocation of match funding of £30k from the Road Safety 
Revenue Budget. 

 
Stornoway Town 
Hall Participation 
Request - Update 
 

27 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle agree to a further extension of the 
current contract with Third Sector Hebrides for the operation of the facilities for 
external hire of Stornoway Town Hall, to 31 October 2016 with a contract payment of 
£3,645.83 to enable proposals to be developed for its future operation in accordance 
with the principles of the Community Empowerment (Scotland) Act 2015. 
 

Reports 
Outstanding 
 

28 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the Report. 

 


